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Preliminary Program



Chairs: B. Schumacher and W. Jung

February 16th Friday
VT Therapy and Heart Failure

10:45	 Welcome | CHAIRS: C. Piorkowski / B. Merkely

11:00 – 11:10 Case Report on Device Therapy T. Gaspar

11:15 – 11:30 Declining ICD implantation rates in Germany –  
What are the reasons?

Ch. Veltmann 

11:35 – 11:50 Management of atrial arrhythmias in heart failure 
patients – Are single chamber ICDs out-of-date?

D. Böcker 

11:55 – 12:10 Lead management and extraction – New insights from 
the 2017 HRS consensus document

C. Butter 

12:15 Lunch Break

13:00 – 13:20 VT/VF Risk stratification 2020 – Back to the roots  
or new horizons?

W. Haverkamp 

13:25 – 13:45 MR imaging of structural heart disease – A must  
prior VT ablation?

A. Berruezo

13:50 – 14:10 Quality indicators of VT ablation – Need for  
certification?

T. Deneke 

14:15 – 14:35 Ventricular arrhythmias in patients with congenital 
heart defects – Incidence, risk stratification and 
management

R. Gebauer 

14:40 Coffee break

Each presentation will be followed by a 5-minute discussion



D. Bänsch and T. Lewalter

February 16th Friday
New Technologies

Each presentation will be followed by a 5-minute discussion

Innenform

	 CHAIRS: D. Bänsch / K. Kottkamp 

15:00 – 15:05 Introduction of H. Wellens T. Helms

15:05 – 15:25 Key Note Lecture H.J.J. Wellens

15:30 – 15:50 Is there an expiration date of study results with once 
innovative therapies?

K. Wegscheider

15:55 – 16:15 Remote monitoring – updated review of the evidence M. Stockburger

16:20 Coffee break

16:50 – 17:10 Cybersecurity for active cardiac implants V. Lang 

17:15 – 17:35 How many electrodes do you need? G. Grönefeld

17:40 – 18:00 When is low voltage actually low voltage –  
Impact of catheter design, parameter settings and 
philosophy

J. Kautzner 

18:05 – 18:25 Overview about up-to-date innovations for AF ablation 
procedures 

K. Kottkamp 

18:30 End of day one



Chairs: C. Piorkowski and B. Merkely

February 17th Saturday
AF Therapy 

Each presentation will be followed by a 5-minute discussion

	 CHAIRS: B. Schumacher / W. Jung

09:00 – 09:20 AF and mortality: Coincidence or cause? M. Borggrefe 

09:25 – 09:45 AF and dementia: Consequence of microbleeding,  
microembolism, hemodynamics or something else?

D. Arnar 

09:50 – 10:35 Catheter ablation of AF to reduce mortality:  
Time for a paradigm shift?

D. Bänsch 

10:40 Coffee break

11:00 – 11:10 Low thromembolic risk – low dose NOAC: Evidence, 
Eminence or Nonsense?

R. Bernat 

11:15 – 11:35 Clinical relevance and consequences of atrial  
high-rate episodes

A. Goette

11:40 – 12:10 New methods for assessment of lesion formation M. Antz

12:15 – 12:45 Debate: Beyond PVI isolation, the only way to go is … 

… Isolation of low voltage areas  
… CFAE ablation  
… Rotor ablation

S. Rolf  
C. de Asmundis 
R. Tilz 

13:00 End of Meeting

Each presentation will be followed by a 5-minute discussion



General Information

Organization / Contact:

BIOTRONIK, Manuela Brown 
Phone: +49 30 68905 –1511 
manuela.brown@biotronik.com

Venue:

Radisson Blu Hotel  
Karl-Liebknecht-Straße 3 
10178 Berlin

Tel +49 30 23828 –0 | www.radissonblu.de/hotel-berlin

The meeting is accredited by the European  
Board of Accreditation in Cardiology for CME.

Course Director:

Prof. Dr. Burghard Schumacher
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Faculty

Scientific Board:�	 �Professor Dr. Burghard Schumacher, Kaiserslautern, Germany 
�PD Dr. Christopher Piorkowski, Dresden, Germany

		  Professor Dr. Dietmar Bänsch, Güstrow, Germany 

Chairs: 		��  Professor Dr. Werner Jung, Villingen-Schwennigen, Germany 
Professor Dr. Hans Kottkamp, Zurich, Switzerland 
Professor Dr. Béla Merkely, Budapest, Hungary

Speakers:	 ���Professor Dr. Matthias Antz, Braunschweig, Germany 
Professor Dr. David Arnar, Reykjavik, Iceland 
Professor Dr. Carlo de Asmundis, Brussel, Belgium 
Professor Dr. Dietmar Bänsch, Güstrow, Germany 
Professor Dr. Robert Bernat, Kaiserslautern, Germany 
Professor Dr. Antonio Berruezo, Barcelona, Spain 
Professor Dr. Dirk Böcker, Hamm, Germany 
Professor Dr. Martin Borggrefe, Mannheim, Germany 
Professor Dr. Christian Butter, Bernau, Germany 
Professor Dr. Thomas Deneke, Bad Neustadt Germany, 
Dr. Thomas Gaspar, Dresden, Germany 
Dr. Roman Gebauer, Leipzig, Germany 
Professor Dr. Gerian Grönefeld, Hamburg, Germany 
Professor Dr. Andreas Götte, Paderborn, Germany 
Professor Dr. Wilhelm Haverkamp, Berlin, Germany 
Dr. Thomas Helms, Hamburg, Germany 
Professor Dr. Josef Kautzner, Prague, Czech Republic 
Professor Dr. Hans Kottkamp, Zurich, Switzerland 
Dr. Volker Lang, Berlin, Germany  
Professor Dr. Thorsten Lewalter, Munich, Germany 
PD Dr. Sascha Rolf, Berlin, Germany 
Professor Dr. Martin Stockburger, Nauen, Germany 
Professor Dr. Roland Tilz, Lübeck, Germany 
Professor Dr. Christian Veltmann, Hannover, Germany 
Professor Dr. Karl Wegscheider, Hamburg, Germany 
Professor Dr. Hein J.J. Wellens, Netherlands


